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Pledical,Environmental, and RexiiologfcalSafety

Proqrams In the Marshall Islands

1989-1991

1. Fiscal Year (FY) 1989 Proqram

A. Medical - Brcmkhaven National Laboratory (BNL) will continue to
provide medical surveillance of the 163 exposed persons of Rongelap
and Utrik and will direct and fund treatment for those individuals
referred to medical facilities outside the Marshall Islands for
radiation relatable medical problems.

B. Environmental Studies - Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL) will update the Eneu (Bikini) dose assessment; continue to
refine techniques and monitor results of remedial agricultural
efforts; continue analysis to evaluate natural environmental
processes which may favorably influence dose predictions; and refine
certain data for Ronge?ap dose predictions.

c. Radiological Safety - BNL will conduct wholebody counting and other
bioassay procedures pertaining to the Rongelap and Utrik people.
The Rongelap work will produce baseline data in anticipation of a
possible resettlement of Rongelap Island, while the Utrik effort
will serve to verify further previous findings, thus providing
reassuranceto that community that continued residence will produce
no significant adverse health effects. The track-etch plutonium
analysis is ongoing, with the University of Utah complementing the
BNL effort and providing a check on past, current, and future
analyses affecting Rongelap assessments.

11. FY 1990

[

The program for FY 1990 is essentially a continuation of the current
year’s work, except for certain ●nvironmental exper~ments which will be
phased out as their objectives are met, and the radiological safety
field effort which is expected to be completed early in the fiscal year.
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111. FY 1991

t A. Medical

DOE will conduct and fund the Rongelap/Utrlk medical program at
essentially the current level until an orderly transition can be
made which integrates it Into the Marshall Islands health care
system.

B. Environmental Studies

DOE will complete its analysts and report on samples taken in
previous fiscal years. No additional field work will be conducted
unless a request, accompanied by funding is received from the
Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI). Recommendations have been
made for RMI funded programs which include sampling trips to Bikinis
Enjebi, and other newly resettled areas to determine environmental
concentrations of radionuclides and to evaluate the effectiveness of
and refine remedial agricultural measures.

c. Radiological Safety

The Radiological Safety Program will be continued only to the level
which maintains the basic capability in both people and equipment to
conduct a field program of wholebody counting and other bioassay
procedures. Sample processing and analysis will be funded to the
extent needed to obtain and reduce data from the 1990 collections.
DOE will use the field capability upon a funded request for
technical assistance from RMI. The field program recommended for
RNI funding.is basically a biannual wholebody counting/bioassay
mission to newly resettled atolls or islands.

This planned program recognizes the intent of Congress, as expressed in
Public Law 99-239, to fund and conduct the medical surveillance and
treatment of the exposed Rongelap and Utrik people. AS to the environ-
mental programs, DOE has gathered and analyzed data throughout the
northern Marshalls which provide the basis for resettlement decisions at
Bikini, Enewetak, and Rongelap Atoll. Recommendations have been made to
the RMI Government regarding remedial agricultural measures, of proven
effectiveness, which can reduce uptake of radionuclides into the food
chain. Thus, the major work will be completed in FY 1990 with the
analysis available In FY 1991. DOE participation In future environ-
mental field programs after 1990 wfll be limited to the maintenance of a
technical capability to support funded RMI requests. DOE plans to
maintain thfs capability through FY 1991. Thereafter, Itwill not be
available unless a funded request for support has been received from RMI
lnFY 1991.
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Iv. Funding Surrrnary

A. Cofunding Proposal

The followlng program Includfng cost sharing was proposed to RMI In
September 1988. The program was accepted lnpfinclplewhlle the
sharing of costs using current W funding was mt. (%e
letter O. de Bruinto Rudolph - Attachment I.]

FY 1990- FY 1991

($000)

U.S. ml

Medical

Nholebody Counting/Bioassay

1,200

500

0

500

Environmental Assessment 750 750

Logistical Support

Radiological Education

700

XT%
700

G Total: 5,150

The above proposal reflected a program that would continue
environmental and radiological studies already begun as
United States (U.S.) initiatives. This program has characterized
the radiological conditions of the four atolls affected by U.S. test
activities and would confirm previous determinations regarding the
plutonium question for tk Rongelap and Utrik people.

B. FY 1990 and FY 1991 Wnunary

The Department has revised its FY 1990 program to a level of
$5.0 million since no funding will be available from RMI. Funds for
this program are contained in the Weapons Research and Development
component of the Department’s Atomic Energy Defense activities
budget. In the absence of a funded request for technical services
in FY 1991, we will reduce our effort in FY 1991 to approximately
$4.5 million. After FY 1991 the Departm?r?twill only provide
technical services for environmental assessments on a reimbursable
basis.

The medical program will be continued as a direct DOE funded and
managed effort. As the size of the ●xposed population decreases In
the future, other means w!ll be explored whereby the U.S. obliga-
tions to these people can be met at reduced costs wtth no reduction
in the quality of surveillance and health care for radiation-related
disorders.
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Attachments 2 and 3 are estimated program fundjng requirements for FY 1990 and
FY 1991 based on no funded requests from RM1. In the event RHI requests DOE
technical support, the budget submission for FY 1991 will reflect the nature
and extent of such requests.

3 Attachments



Attachment 1

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
.*
.
-.

MAJURO. MAWHALL ISLANDS 969CQ CABLE; REPNIAR

Octobm.

.
~1 f~sa 9 o~

Mr. Jchn Rudolph

.

7, 1968

*
*

-.

Ottiea of HIlikary Applieatlm, DPz2.3
United 6tat*s D.prt!mnt of Znorgy

. Washington, D.C. 20S4S

Sssr Mr. J?udolph:

I havo ths honor of respmding to 8 proposal offerod by the
United States Pepatiment of Zn-rgy (DOE) for the provimlon of
certain technical work during Fiscal Yaar 29s)9 to ●eliorate the
impact of the UriitcdStates Nuclear Testing Program on Wag paople

of tho Marshall Xslmds. The proposal WSE conwycd to the
Covatnment of the Republic of the mr8h811 Islands (MI) $n &
a..ting that took plaec h Honolulu on Septwnhr 23, 3988. XII
th~ course of the meeting, DQE off$cial~ proposca that, for
F$scal Year 1990, RMI provide matching funding in the amount of .
S2,97S,000, Vhich, When eom~ned vitli equal funclin from DOE,

?would pay for Vholo body Counting snd bioassay med cal stu~ies,
cnvizonmontal assesment~ ●stabllshing the long-rang.
.ffeckiveness ef the preventative. tc+nologics that hava been
developed at Bikini Atoll, logistical support for DOE 0peratiOn8 .
in the Marshall lslandst and ● program of radiological ●ducation
for ths school children and public of tho Marshall Islands. It
was suggested that such funding night b. derived from tho annual
proceeds of the RMI Nuc18ar claims Wnd made available pursuant
to Section l(a) of -icl~ XI of tho S8ction X77 Agtoemmt.

My qovarmmt ful~y rccognixcs th9 I= ortancc ~S the
fproposed body o~ work. $uch a regrm vil ●e~e to ●n$ura the

safety of citizms of MI who, i n t?ie years ●haad, ehoom to
msettlo Bikini Atellt Rmgo2ap Atoll, and Enjabi Z81and in the
riorthorn portion ef Znevota)c Atoll.

4 ..
N0vertMeles8, my govormmnt is not Sri ● pos~tfen to provlda “

the rnsteh~ng funding sou@t by tha WE, Uhereas -g abuy bmc~w
from DOE of tochnkal assistmce WS8 contemplated wb~n Section
l(a) of Articlo 31 of the Section 377 Agmwmnt vat or~~inaily
negotiated. SQCtiOn 103(j) Of Uhltd States RibZie &v 99-239
subsequently raquirod that the funding ●vatlablc under thim
8ectSon of tho Section 1?7 Agreement b. used for ● health program .



Xx. $ohn Rudolph
October 7, 1s88
Pago a

stafiod by the Unit*d 8tatm Congress Sor tho benefit of tho four
-mltf8s Of th. mmwli xslhnds mdBt ~ir.ctly ~p~ct.d bY the
W*6. Nuclear Testing ?rogram. All procccdc qmcratud from th.
6oct~on 377 -d pursuant to 8oction l(a) or W$cle 21 of the
Section 177 Agreemnt havs bsm devotod cxcluslvcly to this
h.-lth eaxe program. lImnc@, 8Y qovommnt will mot bs 4bl* tO
proviclt siqhiffeant financial suppofi to tho technical work that

tho boz plans to pczfom In the Hsrshall Islands during FISCal
Yaar 1990. out of eonc.m for ths well-being of tha P*OP1O o~
Bikini, Enewotak, ●d Rorig.lap, 3t 1. our sine.re hops that the
United States Governmnt will find sufficient fundinq for the8c
actlvltiss until such t$ms ● s these eto138 have beoh.safely
resettled and monitoring of radiological h=alth conditions 1s no
longer necessary. .

I would ●sk that the vicvs ●xprsssed in this 18tter be
conveyod to the United States congress in the report on the
Monolulu meeting,

Sincerely yours, .Z

k!i?&@i=%’---
Oscar de Brus
Chief 6ecrata~
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SNJRGY AND WATER DEVE~PMEhT APPROPR.LATIONS
MI& 1989

Mr. Bmq km the Gmmitta on AppropriAtiorIs,
subm.itkd the fohwiag

REPORT

Tbe Cadttee on Approprhtions submi~ the following W&
h ●Wlumtion of the sccompu@ng bW ITJM •PP~ ri~ft;uf;

o wd wst.er deve?opmer.it for the b.al yam ●n &
~~’??, 1989,-d forother p~.
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